


 
Fayette County Community 
Engagement Group for Early Care and Education      
 
Who are we? 
 
The mission of the Fayette County Community Engagement Group  
for Early Care and Education (CEG) is to:  
ñBuild a better future for Fayette County children, their families,  
and their neighborhoods.ò  
 
The CEG consists of community members dedicated to fulfilling  
this mission by informing the public about the importance of quality  
care and education that is accessible, affordable, and available  
to Fayette County families.  The group sponsors and participates  
in events being held throughout Fayette County to provide  
information on the importance of early learning.   
 
During the fiscal year 2010/2011, the CEG engaged in activities related to the following goals:  

1) Educate parents, policy makers, media, businesses, schools, and the early learning community of the benefits of 
early learning initiatives such as Keystone STARS, PA Pre-K Counts and State Head Start Supplemental Program;  

2) Promote and create awareness of PA Promise for Children by participating in public events;  
3) Facilitate linkages between school districts, early learning practitioners, and community stakeholders to begin to 

develop a common transition plan for all of Fayette County;  
4) Create and distribute a community report card that details the activities of the group. 

 
The CEG has been organized in Fayette County since 2001. The Private Industry Council of Westmoreland/Fayette, Inc. 
receives funding from the PA Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) to administer the CEG grant. The 
CEG currently has 53 members and continues to recruit new members to join.  
 
Effective July 1, 2011 the CEG will be known as LEARN (Local Education and Resource Network).  The Fayette County 
LEARN Team will focus on the following goals for 2011-2012:  Promote family engagement & support; Facilitate 
transitions into early learning and school settings; and Act as a local recourse on quality early learning opportunities.   
Individuals interested in becoming a part of the LEARN Team can contact the LEARN Coordinator, René Despot, at 
rdespot@privateindustrycouncil.com or 724-437-2590. 
   
Why is Early Care and Education (ECE) so important to Fayette County? 
 
Quality early learning promotes positive brain development  
Skills such as language, math, logic, relationship-building, self-esteem, all begin at birth. From birth to age three, 85% of 
the brain is developed. By age five, 90% of the brain is developed. "The brain undergoes its most rapid development in 
the first three years of life, and in this development the environment plays a central role. Nerve connections that are 
associated with specific skills such as language are developed during this critical period."  
                                                                                                                                  (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
Children who are encouraged and supported through quality early childhood education demonstrate significant progress 
in acquiring early learning skills and may save schools money for special education and remediation costs. These children 
are more likely to graduate from high school, to attend college or quality job training programs, and be valuable members 

Research consistently reports that all young children benefit from quality early 
learning opportunities, with children at risk of school failure showing the greatest 
benefit.  Children affected by risk factors such as income, family status, or 
community deficits, which can affect their performance in school, benefit most 
from high quality early education.  When they have access to quality early 
education before age five, children at risk of school failure can often make up for 
setbacks in their development, enabling them to enter kindergarten on par with 
their peers. 
 
In Fayette County, 76.4% of children under age five live in low-income families.  
Of the 7,440 children from birth to age five in the county during the year, 24% 
have one or both parents with less than a high school education.  15.0% of third 
graders scored below proficient on the 2010 PSSA reading test.  Risk factors 
such as these can hurt a childôs chances of doing well in school.  PA Office of 
Child Development and Early Learning Annual Report 2009-2010 
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of the workforce. The benefits of quality early education to children and families translate into a more competitive 
workforce and greater tax base, while reducing public expenses in special education costs, public assistance, crime 
control and lost taxes. 
 
Increased Early Childhood Education Investments Can Boost the Economy Today  
Increased funding for early childhood programs would immediately stimulate the local economies that have been hardest 
hit by the economic downturn. The early care and education industry is often one of the nation's largest employers and 
producers of revenues.  Government investment in early care and education provides a direct stimulus to the economy.  

 
CEG 2010/2011 ACTIVITIES and ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

 
      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Month of the Young Child (April, 2011) ï community leaders and early childhood professionals read to children 
throughout Fayette County early care programs the state-funded book:  ñWhose Shoe?  A Shoe for Every Jobò by 
Stephen R. Swinburne - as a part of the PAôs One Book Every Child campaign.  Children in early care programs also 
participated in art activities based on the bookôs theme.  Examples of the ñshoesò art activities were shared with local 
policy makers as a way to say ñthank youò for supporting early care and education. 
 
Fayette County Momôs Shower/Dadôs Den (May, 2011) ï Expecting families received information on the importance of 
accessing safe, quality early care and education services for their children. 
 
Family Fun Fest (June, 2011) ï Nearly 2,300 people were provided information about quality early learning opportunities 
in Fayette County and had an opportunity to meet Mr. McFeely from Mr. Rogerôs Neighborhood. 
 
Developing Relationships with Early Learning Programs and Professional Development 
Leadership Breakfast (April, 2011) ï sponsored in conjunction with State Representative Deberah Kula ï brought policy 
makers, business leaders and school district administrators together with ECE leadership in Fayette County to discuss the 
impact of quality ECE programs in Fayette County.  
 
Local boards, councils, advisory committees ï the CEG Coordinator, as well as many CEG members, participated on 
a variety of agency boards, councils, and advisory committees in order to represent the ECE community in the larger 
human services arena:  Fayette County Human Service Council, Head Start/Early Head Start Early Childhood 
Development/Family Community Partnership Advisory Committee, Fayette Collaborative for Families, Early Childhood 
Mental Health Task Force. 
 
Fayette County School District Transition Conference (April 2011) ï The First Annual Fayette County Transition 
Conference was held.  All six school districts in the county, early learning practitioners and parents participated in 
professional development as well as planned for the 2011-2012 transition events. 
 
Transition with Brownsville Area School District and ECE Partners (October, 2010 through June, 2011) ï several 
planning meetings and joint professional development opportunities were provided to administrators, Kindergarten 
teachers, child care teachers, and Head Start administrators and teachers throughout the year to help facilitate better 
understanding and lay foundations for good transitions for children and families in the Brownsville Area School District. 

Community Outreach and Public Events 
Fayette County Fair (July, 2010) ï Parents received information on early 
care and education and had the opportunity to communicate their experiences 
with state funded early care and education programs and services by filling 
out ñTell Your Storyò cards. 
 
Early Childhood Harvest Festival (October, 2010) ï As participants in state 
funded early learning programs over 1,800 children and family members were 
treated to óA Day at the Farmò.  Rich Farms provided children and their 
families hay rides, train rides, face painting, balloons, pumpkin decorating, 
pony rides, story tellers, musicians, and a corn maze.   
 
Early Childhood Educator of the Year (October, 2010) ïIn recognition of her 
accomplishments and leadership, Brenda Cousins was this yearôs recipient.  
Brenda is a testament to the importance of early childhood education.  As a 
child, she was a Head Start student.  In adulthood, she became an instructor 
for Head Start/Early Head Start of Fayette County and was recently promoted 
into a supervisory role. 
 
Family Movie Night (November 2010 & April, 2011) ï State Theatre ï 
Approximately 365 attending family members received a copy of the PAôs One 
Book Every Child ñWhose Shoe? A Shoe for Every Jobò. 

 



 
Southwest Regional Key (ongoing) ï The CEG helped coordinate several professional development offerings 
throughout the year by disseminating schedules and notices as well as providing space for professional development 
sessions. 
 

Communication 
Internet - the CEG in Fayette County utilizes electronic means to keep the early care and education community informed 
regarding important ECE issues, events, and professional development opportunities.  In addition, a website is maintained 
by the CEG to post articles, links, and a calendar of local events:  www.fayettekids.org 
 
Monthly CEG Meetings ï Members of the CEG and any other interested individuals (open to the public) meet to report 
on activities, discuss trends and issues, and plan events. 
 
Media ï representatives of the news media are invited to cover CEG sponsored events.  Also, news releases and letters 
to the editor are sent to local newspapers on a regular basis.  As a department of the Private Industry Council, the CEG 
has access to providing information through ñThe PIC Connectionò, a weekly radio program on WMBS and a monthly 
television program on Fayette County TV Channel 77, Armstrong Cable Channel 20, and Comcast Cable Channel 190. 
 
Keystone STARS 
 
Keystone STARS is a voluntary program.  As a Keystone STARS program facilities  
must meet quality standards for teacher qualifications, classroom and learning activities, 
working with families and program management.  
 
In Fayette County, the following list represents the child care facilities  
participating in the Keystone STARS program during 2010/2011 by STAR Level: 
 
     
Denise Kooser Group Day Care Home STAR 4  Country Kid Learning Ctr. STAR 1 
Duck Hollow Discovery Learning Ctr. STAR 4  ECHO Child Development/Greenwood Ctr. STAR 1 
Duck Hollow Discovery Learning Ctr/Cubôs Den STAR 4  Harbarger Family Day Care STAR 1 
Little Kid Zone Child Care (Connellsville St) STAR 4  Kids Korner Child Day Care STAR 1 
Patricia Marmol Family Day Care STAR 4  Little Buddies Daycare of Connellsville STAR 1 
Campbell Family Child Care STAR 3  Martha Colebank Family Day Care Home STAR 1 
Smithfield Learning Ctr. STAR 3  Pinky Toes Childcare and Development Ctr. STAR 1 
ABC School House STAR 2  Rainbow Dreams (Uniontown) STAR 1 
Deborah Koonse Family Child Care STAR 2  The Learning Center at New Life Cove STAR 1 
Health First Medical Center Day Care Ctr. STAR 2  Tiny Seeds Learning Center STAR 1 
Little Blessings Day Care STAR 2  Willow Tree Learning Center STAR 1 
Little Kid Zone (Pittsburgh Rd) STAR 2  A.G. Montessori School Start with STARS 
Mary Tresslerôs Faith Learning Ctr. STAR 2  Guardian Angels Day Care & Learning Ctr. Start with STARS 
Morris Family Day Care STAR 2  Little Minds Learning Academy Start with STARS 
Y Kids Learning Center STAR 2  Rainbow Dreams Inc. (Chalk Hill) Start with STARS 
Amy Ferlandôs Creative Childcare STAR 1  T.L.C. Daycare Start with STARS 
   UJCC Early Learning Center Start with STARS 
     
* In addition to the above, Fayette County has three state funded Head Start classrooms that have obtained their STAR 4 designation. 

 
 You can learn more about the Keystone STARS program at www.pakeys.org. 
 
Future Collaborations 
 
The CEG will continue to develop relationships with school districts, early learning practitioners and the community to 
create a common transition plan for all of Fayette County.  We will also continue to promote the benefits of quality early 
learning opportunities for families and children in programs like Keystone STARS, PA Pre-K Counts, Child Care Works, 
Nurse-Family Partnership, Early Intervention, and Head Start.  For more information about these programs, please visit 
www.papromiseforchildren.com. 
 
René Despot ï Project Coordinator                        
480A Coolspring Road 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
Phone: 724-437-2590 extension 324                                  
E-mail: rdespot@privateindustrycouncil.com 
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